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NMUSA Legislative and Regulatory Initiatives
New Mexico Public Regulation Commission (NMPRC):  NMUSA participates in utility cases to include monitoring, providing written and/or public comment and meetings with Commissioners.  Some of the case highlights from various years are listed below.

New Mexico Legislative Sessions:  NMUSA is involved with gas and electric utility company lobbyists.  We meet with them weekly during the session to understand their priorities and initiatives.  NMUSA has only one lobbyist, who also serves as the Executive Director, so we narrow our focus to those issues that we feel are either good for the industry or extremely detrimental and those are the issues about which we lobby and testify in committee hearings.
2009

New Mexico Public Regulatory Commission (NMPRC)


08-00273 In the Matter of the Application of Public Service Company of New Mexico
for a Revision of its Retail Electric Rates Pursuant to Advice Notice No. 352.



08-00354 In the Matter of Southwestern Public Service Revision of Retail Electric 
Rates Pursuant to Advice Notice Nos. 217, 218, and 219 and Request for Expedited 
Interim Relief.
New Mexico Legislative Session - Opposed and stopped the following legislation:


Environmental Board Greenhouse Gas Rules

Renewable Energy Portfolio Deadlines


Utility Rate Design Energy Use & Sources


PRC Utility Cost Risk Sharing Rule


Periodic PRC Utility Rate Examination


Greenhouse Gas Registry Program and Fees


Utility Disconnection Requirements


Corporate Income Tax Rates & Payments

Supported the following Legislation:


Low Income Energy Utility Fund Distributions


Public Utility Future Test Period - Passed and signed into law


Low-Income Energy Assistance Programs


Low-Income Energy Advisory Committee
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2009 Legislative Session continued:

Monitored the following legislation:


State Rule Regulatory Impact Statements

Environmental Civil Penalties & Reporting - passed and signed into law


Change Radioactive Committee Name & Mission


Ozone Emission Regulation - passed and signed into law


Free Market Energy Restoration Act


Residential Energy Efficiency Improvement


Consolidated Environmental Review Act


Renewable Energy Transmission Project Bonds


Solar Energy Improvement Special Assessments


Rulemaking Regulatory Impact Statements


Tax Credits for Renewable Energy Interests


Interim Greenhouse Gas Emissions Study - passed and signed into law


Renewable Energy Feed-in Tariff Hearings


Renewable Energy Transmission Project Bonds


Low Income Conservation Program


Low Income Emergency Home Repairs

Municipality Low Income Utility Assistance - passed and signed into law


Eminent Domain Litigation Expenses


Resource & Energy-Efficient Public Buildings


Renewable Energy Tax Credit - passed and signed into law


Solar Market Tax Development Credit - passed and signed into law


Public Facility Energy Efficiency Contracts


Dept. of Environment Permit Denial


Energy Generators Renewable Tax Credit


No Low-Income Utility Disconnections


Public Project Revolving Fund Projects - passed and signed into law


Solar Energy Research Project


Renewable Energy Certificate Renewal


No Utility Disconnection During Winter Months

2008  
New Mexico Public Regulatory Commission (NMPRC)


08-00092  In the Matter of the Joint Motion of Public Service Company of New 
Mexico and international Brotherhood of Electrical Workers for Implementation of 
Emergency Fuel and Purchase Power Adjustment Clause.


08-00273  In the Matter of the Application of Public Service Company of New Mexico 
for a Revision of its Retail Electric Rates Pursuant to Advice 08-00273-UT and Notice 
No. 352.

08-00354  SPS Revision of Retail Electric Rates Pursuant to Advice Notice Nos. 217, 
218, and 219 and Request for Expedited Interim Relief
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2008 Legislative Session continued:

New Mexico Legislative Session - Opposed and stopped the following legislation:


Opposed and stopped the following legislation:


Socialized Utility Rates


Supported the following Legislation:


Low Income Home Energy Assistance (LIHEAP)


Sale of Recycled Metals Act


Transmission Line Cost Recovery – passed but was pocket vetoed


Moratorium amendments to existing Utility Winter Disconnections


Coal Electric Facility Gross Receipts


Monitored the following Legislation:


Energy Efficient Appliance Tax Credit


Low Income Energy Efficiency Programs


Utility Customer Load Management


Regulatory Impact Statement Requirements


Solar Market Development Eligibility


Home Energy Relief Fund Distributions


Residential Energy Efficiency Loan Program


Residential Energy Conservation Program


Legislative Review of Regulatory Rules


Renewable Energy Production Tax Credits

2007  
New Mexico Public Regulatory Commission (NMPRC)

07-00077 - In the Matter of the Application of Public Service Company of New Mexico 
for a Revision of its Retail Electric Rates Pursuant to Advice Notice no. 334.

07-00319 - In the Matter of Southwestern Public Service Company's Application for 
Revision of its Retail Electric Rates Pursuant to Advice Notice Nos. 208  and 209.
New Mexico Legislative Session:


Opposed and stopped the following legislation:


Socialized Utility Rates


Energy Efficiency Appliance Financing Rules


Supported the following Legislation:

Transmission Line Cost Recovery – passed but was pocket vetoed

Moratorium amendments to existing Utility Winter Disconnections


Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) funding


Renewable Energy Production Tax Credits


Coal Electric Facility Gross Receipts
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2007 Legislative Session continued:


Bills signed by the Governor:


Renewable Energy Transmission Authority Act

Power Plant Mercury Emission Controls

Solar Collector Construction Standards

2006

New Mexico Public Regulatory Commission (NMPRC)

Case 06-00065 Notice of Proposed Rule Making relating to Energy 
Efficiency and 
Load Management;  

Case 06-00359 NOPR pertaining to Stipulated Agreements;

Case 05-00275 Attended multiple meetings on Afton approval (PNM);

Case 06-00210 PNM Gas Rate Case;

Case 06-00241 Net Metering Rulemaking;

Case 06-00340 Renewable Energy Hearing;

Case 06-00432 SPS Hobbs Generating Station.

New Mexico Legislative Session – Supported the following legislation:

NM Renewable Energy Transmission Authority


Electrical Power Plant Property Valuation (Obsolescence)


Expand Weatherization Assistance Program


BioMass-Related Material Tax Deduction


Discontinuation of Utilities


LIHEAP Program Administration


NM Renewable Energy Transmission Authority


BioMass-Related Material Tax Deduction

Federal Dividend Tax Law – support continuation of current law.
2005
New Mexico Public Regulatory Commission (NMPRC)


04-00426
Southwestern Public Service’s (Xcel Energy) Fuel and 





Purchased Power Cost Adjustment


05-00231
El Paso Electric Renewable Energy Cost Recovery


05-00261
PNM Gas Energy Efficiency


05-00271
Southwestern Public Service (Xcel Energy) Renewable Energy 




Cost Recovery


05-00275
PNM Certificate of Public Convenience


05-00315
PNM/TNMP Approval of Acquisition of TNMP by PNM 





Approval of PNM’s Proposed Regulatory Plan


05-00341
SPS continued use of the FPPCAC; 
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2005 New Mexico Public Regulatory Commission (NMPRC) continued:

05-00354
Southwestern Public Service’s (Xcel Energy) Renewable 





Energy Portfolio Plan


05-00355
El Paso Electric’s Renewable Energy Portfolio Plan


05-00356
PNM’s Renewable Energy Portfolio Plan 

New Mexico Legislative Session – Opposed the following legislation:


Citizen Utility Review Board  


Air Quality Permit Standards and Procedures 


Air Quality Control Act Requirements


Transmission Authority Act

Federal Initiatives - Continued support of:


1) The extension of the15% tax rate reduction on dividends and capital gains;


2) Additional LIHEAP funding.
Other State Working Groups or Task Forces:


Member of the Four Corners Air Quality Task Force and serving on the 


Power Plants Work Group.  Conference calls are held monthly and meetings 

held quarterly in the Four Corners Area.

2004

New Mexico Public Regulatory Commission (NMPRC)


Reasonable Cost Threshold for Renewable Energy


Commented frequently before PRC for fairness in dealing with requirements.


Santa Fe Transmission Line.  Convinced Santa Fe city councilors and county 
commissioners to allow PNM to install a much needed transmission line that was 
being blocked by environmentalists.


Federal


National Energy Policy Act – supported.

Executive Director, Carla J. Sonntag, officially began work for NMUSA on 1/1/04.
***************************************************************************

2003


Federal


Dividend Tax Relief Proposal - Supported.

NMUSA

Page 6

2002



Nuclear Energy


Support of nuclear energy and storage at Yucca Mountain or an alternative 
storage facility.


Electric Utility Industry Restructuring Act


Opposed repeal of this act;


Renewable Energy


Supported voluntary program and participation by utilities;


Opposed requirement for utilities to generate renewable resource power.

2001



Electric Utility Industry Restructuring Act


Support of the act continued;  


Opposed delay of implementation.

1999



Electric Utility Industry Restructuring Act


Supported competition and full recovery of investment cost made to provide 
service to utility customers.


Supreme Court Action – joined a bipartisan group of legislators to oppose 
action of appointed PUC commission which required PNM to:

1) Cut rates by $112 million;

2) Allow a new company to use PNM’s lines to compete for customers in Albuquerque, Santa Fe and Rio Rancho.


Franchise Fees:  Opposed continuation


NMUSA Incorporates as a 501 C(6) to represent any gas or electric utility operating in New Mexico

1998



Renewable Energy -  Supported incorporation into competitive market product mix



Opposed:  1) Companies paying without recovering costs; 




       2) Set percentage of future power mix.

1997


NMUSA formed as a PNM shareholders group
1003 Tomas Ct SW


Albuquerque, NM 87121


(505) 836-4223   FAX (505) 836-4522








